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Agenda:  

 Previous Minutes 

 Treasurers Report 

 Old Business 

 New Business 

 Show and Tell 

 Bottle Drawing 
 
 

Upcoming Club Meetings: Normally 1st 
SATURDAY of every other month @ 12 noon 
at Round Table Pizza at 1938 Oak Park Blvd in 
Pleasant Hill 

 February 3rd, 2024 

 April 6th, 2024 

 April 19th/20th GGHBS Annual Show & 
Sale  

 
Presidents Message:  
Greetings and Happy New Year – can’t believe 
its February already.  Seems like a long time 
ago, but we enjoyed our clubs Christmas party at 
Beeb’s in Livermore. There was a nice turnout, 
great conversation, bottle drawing, good food. 
and of our course our “nominations” and “voting” 
for Club Officers.  I can’t say that I was surprised, 
but we will retain the existing slate of officers for 
another year. Anyway, our club is in good hands 
and will keep on going into our 59th year! Darla 
and I participated in the Anderson Show this past 
weekend. I enjoyed discussing and promoting 
our show with fellow collectors, seeing some of 
our club members walking the aisles, and of 
course selling (and buying) a few goodies 
throughout the weekend.  Next up for us is Chico 
in March.     
 
GGHBS Club News:  
Our April’s Show and Sale is proceeding forward, 
the contracts were sent out about 3 weeks ago 
and seeing a good response for tables so far. 
Keep’em coming!  Advertising in the publications 
has all been submitted and flyers are being 
dispersed throughout Northern California like 
leaves in the wind. If you need some flyers to 
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help get the word out, I will bring some to the 
meeting. Hope to see you on Saturday. 
 
For Sale:  
Antique Bottles and Glass 
Free List Published Quarterly 
Contact:  John Ronald (707) 762-8515 
Email: jlrantiques1@att.net 
 

Wanted: 
Vallejo and Mare Island items.  Collectibles 
include: Bottles, Advertising, Postcards and 
Photographs. Especially interested in Vallejo 
Dairy Bottles and go-withs.  
Contact: Rudy Peretto (707) 980-3417 
111 Los Santos Ct. Vallejo, CA 94590 
Email: jperetto@comcast.net 
 
Owl Drug Co bottles, tins, boxes, paper, 
anything./everything from the Owl Drug 
Company. Also, old bottles from Montana 
including liquor bottles, flasks, sodas, beers, 
patent medicines, even common drug store 
bottles and milks. Also crocks, jugs, calendar 
plates, match safes, & related items. Contact: 
Marc Lutsko Unit 97, 518 Main Ave. Libby, MT 
59923 Email: letsgo@montanasky.net 
 

Historic Contra Costa Items wanted: Bottles, 
Tokens, Trade cards, advertising, documents, 
photographs, fraternal ribbon badges, and real 
photo postcards. 
Contact: Ken Gaeta (925) 864-3300 
101 W. McKnight Way B1237 Grass Valley, CA 
Email: ken@silvershadow.net 
 
Martinez items. Collectibles include: bottles, 
documents, advertising, tokens, postcards and 
photographs. Also interested in purchasing 
elusive Coca Cola bottle from Martinez.  
$50 finders fee for Martinez Coca Cola Bottle 
Contact: Manuel & Linda Cunha (925) 228-0559 
5830 Alhambra Valley Rd. Martinez, CA 94553 
Email: mandlcunha@gmail.com 
 
SERVICES PROVIDED:  
                                                   
The Glass Doctor – Sick and injured glass 
restored to good health. Professional quality care 
since 1985..Also visit our eBay store at leisalu 
Nice inventory of antique bottles 
Contact: Lou/Leisa Lambert (707) 823-8845 
Email: lou@oldwestbottles.com 
 

 
 
 
** CALENDAR OF UPCOMING SHOWS ** 
 
February 16/17 – Aurora, OR 
Oregon Bottle Collectors Assoc. Bottle, Antique & 
Collectibles Show & Sale 
American Legion Hall  
21510 Main St N.E. Aurora, OR.  
Friday 12:00 PM – 5:00 PM – early bird ($5) 
Saturday 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM - donation 
Contact Info: Wayne Herring (503) 864-2009 
Bill Bogynska (503) 657-1726 
 
February 24 – Kent, WA 
Washington Bottle & Collectors Assoc. Annual 
Show & Sale 
Kent Commons Community Center  
525 Fourth Ave.  N Kent, WA 98032.  
Saturday 8:00 AM –10:00 AM – early bird ($10) 
Saturday 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM - Free 
Contact Info: Lisa Conners 
lisa.g.conners@gmail.com 
 
February 23/24 – Phoenix, AZ 
The Phoenix Antiques, Bottles and Collectibles 
Club 41st Annual Show & Sale 
5757 North Central Ave 
Phoenix, AZ.  
Friday 2:00 PM – 6:00 PM – early bird ($10) 
Saturday 8:30 AM - 3:30 PM – ($3) 
Contact Info: Betty Hartnett (602) 317-4438 
bettchem@cox.net 
 
March 8/9 – Chico, CA 
56th Annual Antique Bottle, Jar, Insulator & 
Collectibles Show & Sale 
Silver Dollar Fairgrounds, Chico, CA  
Friday 10:00 AM – 6:00 PM – early bird ($5) 
Saturday 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM - Free 
Contact Info: Randy Taylor (530) 518-7369 
rtjarguy@aol.com 
 
April 19/20 – Antioch, CA 
Golden Gate Historical Bottle Society’s 56th 
Annual Antiques & Collectibles Show & Sale 
Contra Costa Event Center (Fairgrounds) Sunset 
Hall, Antioch, CA 
Friday 12:00 PM – 5:00 PM – early bird ($10) 
Saturday 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM - Free 
Contact Info: Gary Antone (925) 373-6758 
 

mailto:jperetto@comcast.net
mailto:letsgo@montanasky.net
mailto:ken@silvershadow.net
mailto:mandlcunha@gmail.com
mailto:lou@oldwestbottles.com
mailto:lisa.g.conners@gmail.com
mailto:bettchem@cox.net
mailto:rtjarguy@aol.com


Articles from Western Bottle News  
Eric McGuire –December 2023 

 
 

THE OTHER CASSIN BOTTLE 

 

                                              By Eric McGuire 
 
 
It has been nearly 52 years since I first wrote about this bottle in THE CORKER, the November 1972 issue of the 
newsletter of the Golden Gate Historical Bottle Club.  Back then the bottle was a curious rarity with virtually no 
information available regarding its provenance.  The Cassin brothers were already famous in bottle collecting circles 
for their Grape Brandy Bitters, Old Plantation Whiskey in glass and stoneware, and for a rare variant of the Mills 
Bitters.  The soda water bottle was so rare and elusive that no one was sure if it was even a product of the San 
Francisco Cassins, especially since it had a decided British style, with its typical round bottom “torpedo” shape. 
 
By a stroke of luck I located an advertisement for the product in the April 1872 issue of the Wine Dealers’ Gazette, a 
relatively obscure monthly trade newspaper published in San Francisco.  That find brought me to publish my 
original short article in The Corker. 

  

                                                                            

 

The first, and last, advertisement found for the Cassin’s English Aerated Waters ( Wine Dealers’ Gazette, San 
Francisco, Calif., April 1872). 
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There is one benefit to growing up, and growing old with an interest such as antique bottles.  One can track, over 
time, the relative numbers of a particular bottle through digging, bottle sales, auctions and networking with other 
collectors.  Remarkably, this bottle is nearly as rare now as it was fifty years ago.  I have seen probably a handful in 
all that time.  The relatively simple advertisement that appeared in the Wine Dealers’ Gazette definitely documented 
the origin of the product but little else.  In the same issue of the Gazette the editors inserted a short article about the 
introduction of the product that I did not publish previously.  I quote from the Gazette: 
 
English Aerated Soda Water - What is it? 
 
   In our advertising columns will be found a notice of the introduction into this market, of the above 
named spring and summer beverage.  Samples are sent to us, which to the taste, are pleasant and 
agreeable.  We could not give them editorial indorsement, in a sanitary sense, (being somewhat of a 
chemist  ourself) until we were assured of the materials from which they were manufactured. 
     We are a little sensitive on the subject of “Soda Water”, as we have suffered from its effects.  We 
inquired of Messrs. Cassin Brothers, the manufacturers, from what material they made their 
Sodas.  They appeared to be reticent, thinking as we supposed, we were prying into their secrets.  We 
then reminded them that as editor of the GAZETTE, we conceived it to be our duty to inform the public 
as to the healthfulness of all new beverages, such as they were offering to the people.  From further 
conversation, we are satisfied they have imported the machinery for the new English process in 
manufacturing Sodas, wherein the base is Carbonate of Potass.  The new process consists, in part of 
passing carbonic acid gas through a solution of the Sub Carbonate, and evaporating at a temperature 
of 212 (degrees) to crystallization.  This new process is indorsed by English and German chemists and 
European Pharmacologists, as a “wholesome effervescing draught”.  The base of the old style Soda was 
Sulphate of Potass or Salt of Tartar. 
     We have long known the deleterious effects of many of our, so called, Soda Waters.  Some are made 
in the old style, even out of Bisulphate of Potass, which is nothing more than a high character of Nitric 
Acid! 
     This article is written by the editor of the GAZETTE, not for pay, nor for the two dollar 
advertisement, we believe there is in another column of this paper; but for the benefit of Soda 
drinkers.  We do not say, because we do not know positively, that Messrs. Cassin & Co. have the 
machinery and process above alluded to, for the manufacture of pure Soda Water; but from the 
reputation they bear, as Front Street merchants, and the fact positively known to us, of the 
enlargement of area of operations, and having sent to England and engaged a man to manufacture 
Soda Water, it is fair, at least, to presume they are entitled to the confidence of the public, and we 
believe they have the improved process, and we believe they mean business. 
 
After all these years, I have seen no new information come to light regarding this product.  Production must have 
been very short-lived, as no further advertisements were printed in the Gazette or any other newspapers of general 
circulation.  There were no directory listings for the Cassins regarding the manufacture of soda water.  It must be 
assumed that the venture ceased operations shortly after inception.  Most of the bottles were likely returned to the 
Pacific Glass Works for sale as frit, thereby making the few “escapees” rare artifacts.  A huge question remains as to 
why their soda water was such an immediate failure. 
 
Frances and Patrick J. Cassin were born in Dublin, Ireland and became caught up in the lure of California gold. 
Francis was the first to arrive, in 1849, and Patrick followed a few years later.  They both operated separately until 
late 1866 when they formed their partnership. They are most famous for production of their Wild Grape Root Bitters 
from 1867 to about 1872, and for the introduction of their embossed bottle for OK Plantation Whiskey in 1874. The 
Cassin brothers separated their partnership on October 8, 1880 when Frances retired. He never married but 
maintained a residence with his sister, Mary Cassin, in San Francisco.  After retirement he seemed to slip into 
oblivion as no record of his death could be found.  Patrick remained in San Francisco and continued to operate a 
wholesale liquor company for a few years.  He later moved into real estate and maintained a saloon for awhile.  In 
1878 the 45 year old Patrick married 18 year old Frances Titus Cole in San Francisco.  Patrick died August 5, 1889, 
aged 56 years. 
 
This soda water bottle was not the last time the Cassin name appeared on products of a decided English style. In 
1883, Patrick Cassin imported tan and white stoneware jugs from England for his O.K. Plantation Whiskey.  He sold 
the whiskey, in the one gallon, half-gallon and quart sized jugs at $5.00 for the gallon. (San Francisco Chronicle, 
June 10, 1883)  The gallon size is stamped with the name of P.J. Cassin & Co., 433 Battery St., San 
Francisco and the name of the contents, O.K. Golden Plantation Whiskey.  This marketing move was probably 
a final attempt to sell his remaining stock of Plantation whiskey. 



 

The Cassin English style soda water bottles are found in shades of very dark to light aqua.  They are 9.5 inches in 
length and look very much like their British counterparts, such as Ross’s, Webb’s and Cantrell & Cochrane. It is 

plainly embossed CASSIN'S / ENGLISH / AERATED / WATERS 

  

  

  

  

The rounded base has a small “dot” at the bottom, which very likely was the location of a mold vent 
for escaping air as the molten glass was blown against the mold 
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Article from Western Bottle News 
Eric McGuire Sept 26, 2023 

 
 
 
 

SAN LUIS OBISPO SODA WATER WORKS 

 Santo Carlo Ceribelli was born in Italy, probably in Lombardia, about 1828, and likely 
departed Italy from the port city of Genoa with his wife, Antonetta.  The couple was 
living in Buenos Aires, Argentina, in 1870, when their first child, Joseph (Giuseppe) 
Ceribelli, was born. 

 His earliest documentation in California was in April 1873, when he was appointed 
Postmaster for Burnett, in Santa Clara County. 

The first notation of his presence in San Luis Obispo was in June 1875, when he 
advertised the opening of his soda works. 

 
Ceribelli's first advertisement for his soda works 
  San Luis Obispo Tribune (Weekly),  June 5, 1875 
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In June 1878, Ceribelli advertised his new store in San Luis Obispo, now located 
on Higuera Street, adjoining the store of W.E. Stewart (San Luis Obispo Tribune, June 
8, 1878). The 1880 U.S. Census for San Luis Obispo documents Santo as a liquor 
merchant. Although he was still producing soda water he probably found that selling 
wine and whiskey was a much less demanding occupation. 

He purchased property in San Luis Obispo in 1877 and 1881.  Markota notes that L. 
Martin purchased the San Luis Obispo Soda Works in 1883, presumably from Ceribelli. 
He did, in fact, sell his business to Luther Martin in October 1881. 

  

 
San Luis Obispo Tribune (Weekly), October 29,1881 

 On the subject of his soda water venture, Ceribelli posted this unusual statement in a 
Los Angeles newspaper. 

“To My Friends and the Public 

Having come here from San Francisco with the intention of opening a Soda Water 
Factory in Los Angeles, I regret to be obliged to announce that failing health has 
forced me to give up the enterprise.  I am glad to be able to say that I have effected a 
sale of my machine and outfit to Mr. Stoll, who, by the way, I see sells his goods as 
cheap as such things are sold in San Francisco. 
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                                                                                   S. Cerebelli” 

(Los Angeles Herald, June 30, 1883) 

  

Ceribelli had his soda water bottles produced in San Francisco. Only one variant has 
been found, indicating that he likely placed only one order with the glassworks due to 
short business activity. 

Ceribelli continued his residence in San Luis Obispo for several more years while he 
sold the remainder of his wine and liquor stock. His final advertisements, in 1885, gave 
notice of liquidation of his business, with the note that, “Mr CEREBELLI is compelled 
to visit Europe to attend to important family matters, and therefore offers this 
opportunity to buyers.” Nothing more was located about Santo Cerribelli, the soda 
water manufacturer of San Luis Obispo. California. 

It is assumed that Ceribelli and his wife and children, returned to Italy, as no further 
information could be located. 

Not until 1902 does the youngest son, Santo Cerribelli, jr., return to the United 
States. Santo, jr. was born in San Luis Obispo on May 7, 1878, which made him a U.S. 
citizen. After his return to the United States  he stated that his plan was to go back 
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to San Luis Obispo. He may have, but Santo quickly returned to New York City.  He 
spent most of his life there as an importer, initially working for an Italian relative, 
Giacomo Ceribelli, who probably resided in Milan, Italy. The company was styled G. 
Ceribelli & Co., with Santo jr. heading up the New York branch. The company was a 
major supplier of Ferro China Bisleri, a popular aperitif, until the onset of prohibition 
in the U.S.  Santo jr. also maintained a summer house in Darien, CT.  The 
1930 U.S. census documents Santo as a chemist in the drug business.  He lived a life in 
the world of high society, residing at 895  Park Avenue in Manhattan.  By 1942 (per his 
draft registration card) he was still working for G. Ceribelli & Co., at 121 Varick 
Street in New York City, which was acting as an agent for A. Brioschi & Co. He 
eventually became president of A. Brioschi & Co., pharmaceutical 
manufacturers.   Santo, Jr. died in New York in April 1953. 
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