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Next Meeting:   SATURDAY June 1st      
Where:              Round Table Pizza 
  1938 Oak Park Blvd. 

Pleasant Hill 
Time:              12:00  

Agenda:  

 Previous Minutes 

 Treasurers Report 

 Old Business 

 New Business 

 GGHBS Show Results 

 Show and Tell 

 Bottle Drawing 
 

Upcoming Club Meetings: Normally 1st 
SATURDAY of every other month @ 12 noon 
at Round Table Pizza at 1938 Oak Park Blvd in 
Pleasant Hill 

 June 1st 2024 

 August – Annual Club BBQ. Date TBD 

 October 5th 2024 

 December 7th 2024- Christmas lunch 
Presidents Message:  
I am so happy with how our show turned out this 
year (hard to believe another has come and 
gone!). The club membership displayed great 
teamwork to make sure it was a success, 
especially on set up day and throughout the 
show. A special thank you to Rick, Jacke, 
Manuel, Linda, Dennis, Joanne, Steve, Ross, 
Dan, Rudy for all of the work on set up day – it 
runs like a clock with all of your support. And a 
special thank you to Chef Jackie and her famous 
chili and sandwiches. I hear nothing but positive 
feedback on all of the amenities we provide to 
our dealers.  I think the change we made to the 
dealer set up time was well received and should 
be part of our future shows, but we can discuss 
at the next meeting. Enjoy the summer and hope 
you find treasures during your travels 
.  
GGHBS Club News:  
Our 57th show is a wrap!  We sold 71 tables, had 
a record 117 early birds, and made a nice profit 
off of the fabulous food sales, book sales and the 
federation quilt that was donated by Barb 
DeMello went for $200 on ebay. I am looking 
forward to seeing everyone at the club meeting 
on Saturday We will talk about best ways to use 
our club funds and upcoming summer BBQ that 
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will be at the Cunha’s lovely home this year (date 
TBD) 
 
For Sale:  
Antique Bottles and Glass 
Free List Published Quarterly 
Contact:  John Ronald (707) 762-8515 
Email: jlrantiques1@att.net 
 

Wanted: 
Vallejo and Mare Island items.  Collectibles 
include: Bottles, Advertising, Postcards and 
Photographs. Especially interested in Vallejo 
Dairy Bottles and go-withs.  
Contact: Rudy Peretto (707) 980-3417 
111 Los Santos Ct. Vallejo, CA 94590 
Email: jperetto@comcast.net 
 
Owl Drug Co bottles, tins, boxes, paper, 
anything./everything from the Owl Drug 
Company. Also, old bottles from Montana 
including liquor bottles, flasks, sodas, beers, 
patent medicines, even common drug store 
bottles and milks. Also crocks, jugs, calendar 
plates, match safes, & related items. Contact: 
Marc Lutsko Unit 97, 518 Main Ave. Libby, MT 
59923 Email: letsgo@montanasky.net 
 

Historic Contra Costa Items wanted: Bottles, 
Tokens, Trade cards, advertising, documents, 
photographs, fraternal ribbon badges, and real 
photo postcards. 
Contact: Ken Gaeta (925) 864-3300 
101 W. McKnight Way B1237 Grass Valley, CA 
Email: ken@silvershadow.net 
 
Martinez items. Collectibles include: bottles, 
documents, advertising, tokens, postcards and 
photographs. Also interested in purchasing 
elusive Coca Cola bottle from Martinez.  
$50 finders fee for Martinez Coca Cola Bottle 
Contact: Manuel & Linda Cunha (925) 228-0559 
5830 Alhambra Valley Rd. Martinez, CA 94553 
Email: mandlcunha@gmail.com 
 
SERVICES PROVIDED:  
                                                   
The Glass Doctor – Sick and injured glass 
restored to good health. Professional quality care 
since 1985..Also visit our eBay store at leisalu 
Nice inventory of antique bottles 
Contact: Lou/Leisa Lambert (707) 823-8845 
Email: lou@oldwestbottles.com 
 

 
 
 
** CALENDAR OF UPCOMING SHOWS ** 
June 22 – San Diego, CA 
Antique Bottle Club of San Diego Antiques, 
Collectibles & Bottles Show & Sale 
Al Bahr Shrine Temple 
5440 Kearny Mesa Rd. San Diego, CA 
Dealer Set up 6:30 AM 
Saturday 7:00 AM - 9:00 AM -early bird ($15) 
Saturday 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM- free 
Contact Info: Mike Bryant (858) 490-9019 
 
July 19-21– Tonopah  NV 
2nd Tonopah Nevada Rock and Bottle Show 
hosted by the Town of Tonopah  
301 Brougher Ave Tonopah, NV 
Friday through Saturday 
$20 early admission, $1 all other times 
(times were not available on flyer)  
Contact Info: Chrissy Pope (775) 277-0804 
 
September 20-21 – Aurora, OR 
Oregon Bottle Collectors Association Bottle, 
Antiques, Collectibles Show & Sale 
American Legion Hall 
21510 Main Street N.E. Aurora, OR 
Friday 12:00 PM - 5:00 PM -early bird ($5) 
Saturday 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM - donation 
Contact Info: Wayne Herring (503) 657-1726 
Bill Bogynska (503) 657-1726 
 
September 21 – Santa Rosa, CA 
Northwestern Bottle Collectors 57th Annual 
Antique, Bottle & Collectible Show & Sale 
Santa Rosa Veterans Building 
1351 Maple Ave. Santa Rosa, CA 
Dealer unload at 8:00 AM 
Saturday 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM -early bird ($10) 
Saturday 12:00 PM - 4:00 PM - free 
Contact Info: John Burton (707) 523-1611 
Jon Mathieu (707) 327-7286 
 
September 21 – Santa Ana, CA 
Los Angeles Historical Bottle Clubs 54th Annual 
Antique Bottles, Fruit Jars, Insulators, Antiques & 
Collectibles Show & Sale 
Santa Ana Elks Lodge 
1751 South Lyon St. Santa Ana, CA 
Saturday 8:00 AM - 10:00 AM -early bird ($15) 
Saturday 10:00 AM - 3:00 PM - free 
Contact Info: Don Wippert (818) 610-9332 
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Chuck Gildea (949) 351-7620 
 



Articles from Western Bottle News  
Warren Friedrich – September 2009 

Oakland Glass Works 

I noticed an ebay listing of a collection of a dozen OGW based embossed bottles for sale. This is certainly a nice 

grouping of western glass from a glass works that did not last long. Here is some relevant, information about this 

company. 

 

On April 18th, 1884 a small article appeared in the S.F. Alta California paper "Patents were issued Wednesday to the 

following California inventors: Isaac B. Woilard, San Francisco, assigns to the Oakland Glass Works at Oakland, a 

demijohn or bottle-safe." 

 

On Thursday September 18th, 1884 this article appeared; "Regular work at the Oakland glass works will begin on 

Monday on glass bottles. The glass pots are now being heated and several successful experiments in glassmaking 

were made yesterday. W. D. Loos is Superintendent and the works will employ sixty men and boys." 

 

On September 24th, 1884, this article was written; "The Oakland Glass Works began regular work on Monday, and 

are now turning out demijohns, fruit-jars, claret and other bottles. Previously, no glass house in the United States 

has succeded in making claret bottles after the French pattern, but by a new process they are made with complete 

success at the Oakland works. The company is fortunate in the possession of a large tract of pure white sand at 

Monterey, which Eastern manufacturers admit is the best material for making glass in the United States. At the 

same time, Eastern experts doubted that white glass could be made here, even after washing the sand, which is 

always done in the East. Experiments made yesterday, however, show that so clean and pure is this sand that clear 

white glass can be made without washing the sand, and as a natural consequence, the factory will proceed to 

manufacture window-glass of the best quality. The demand for claret bottles alone is very large on this coast, 

exceeding fifty gross a day. The works employ a large number of men and boys. The latter are now employed in 

weaving the wicker covers for demijohns, and although they only began the work a few days ago, some of them are 

earning $1 a day, by the piece." 

 

On September 4th, 1885, this article appeared in the S.F. Alta California paper; "Fifteen suits have been begun in the 

Justice's Court by John L. Howard, assignee, against the stockholders of the Oakland Glass Works, for sums ranging 

from $20 to 200. The works are at present shut down." 

 

This article appeared in the September 19th, 1887 S. F. Alta California paper. "Oakland Glass Works to F. Dilger, 

3.86 acres cor First and Linden sts." Apparently by this time the property of the glassworks had been sold. Precisely 

how long its operations lasted I do not know. It appears to have been in operation for at least a year, maybe longer. 

Was it a casualty of SF & PGW is not certain, although SF & PGW has been credited with either buying or forcing out 

of business no less than 7 glassworks since their incorporation in 1876. 

 

 



Eric McGuire – July 2019 

 

AN UNUSUAL LITTLE MEDICINE BOTTLE 

I recently picked up this unassuming little 5 ½ inch aqua unembossed but labeled medicine bottle because it 

appeared the proprietor was located in California. The town location was very difficult to read but enough of the 

lettering remained to make a decent guess. It looked very much like the word FOREST. I drew a blank on where a 

town by that name could have been a likely location for someone to produce a commercial medicinal product. Of 

course, the SYRUP OF FIGS was well known at about the time this little bottle was made, but EXTRACT OF FIGS 

had me stumped. The only town I could find in California with the name of Forest, is the former Sierra County gold 

rush period settlement of Forest City. It is a remnant of its former glory and never did contain more than about 

1,500 inhabitants during its heyday. In fact, as its residents began moving away it lost its post office and its status as 

a ‘city’, becoming simply Forest in the mid-1890’s. (see http://www.calexplornia.com/forest-city-sierra-countys-

authentic-gold-rush-ghost-town/ for a nice article on the town.) 
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Not convinced this little town may have contained a doctor who was willing to peddle a medicine from such a remote 

location I focused my research attention on Dr. E. R. Brooks. It wasn’t long before it was clear that Ezra Rockwell 

Brooks was, in fact, a real doctor and he actually did settle in the old gold rush town of Forest. I had to find out a 

little more about him. 

 

Ezra R. Brooks was born June 12, 1861, in Seymour, Iowa. In 1886 he received his M.D. degree from 

the College of Medicine of the University of Iowa. On August 20, 1890 he married Kate Thomas in Union 

County, Oregon, where a number of his siblings had previously relocated. His first daughter, Lucile Frances Brooks 

was born in Oregon in 1892. 

 

Dr. Brooks had located to Forest, Sierra County, California, by 1896, where his second daughter, Greta, was born on 

August 12, 1899. He continued to practice medicine there until about 1901 and then moved to Bodie, California, 

where he stayed until 1906. Brooks then moved to the copper boom-town of Greenwater, Inyo County, for about a 

year and was also appointed postmaster in that town. 

 

Dr. Brooks wife, Kathryn, was apparently tired of his wanderlust and they were divorced. Kathryn remained 

in Orange and Los Angeles Counties for nearly the rest of her life. 

 

His first daughter, Frances Lucille, had graduated from the University of California, Los Angeles, and became a 

music teacher. By some tragic act of fate she died in 1916 and is buried in Santa Ana – age 23. Even her alma 

mater wondered what happened to her when it published in one of its odd little newsletters titled The Brazen 

Knocker, on June 23, 1923, “WHAT HAPPENED TO L. BROOKS. The mysterious disappearance of Lucile Brooks is 

still puzzling the authorities.  Eleven years ago her whereabouts were well known to everyone. She was pointed 

out to visitors as one of the most promising entites (sic) in the vicinity.  She had even attained the honorable 

position as a josh editor of the Exponent, but shortly after its publication on June 1912, she disappeared suddenly. 

Anyone having knowledge of her whereabouts will kindly notify the authorities.” 

 

 About 1945, and in failing health, Kathryn Brooks moved back to the Washington, DC area where her daughter, 

Greta, and family were living. Greta’s husband, Robert E. Soderberg, was a career military man stationed there at the 

time. Kathryn died in Arlington, Virginia, on January 31, 1946. Her death certificate notes that she was to be buried 

at Cedar Hill Cemetery, Suitland, Maryland, but her final burial place is in Fairhaven Memorial Park, Santa Ana, 

Orange County, CA, along side her daughter, Frances Lucille. 

About 1908 Dr. Brooks moved to Orange, Orange County, for awhile and then moved to Holtville, 

in Imperial County, in May of that year, where he associated himself with the Central Hospital in El 
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Centro, California, until 1910 when he then moved to Coalinga, Fresno County for a short time. By 1912 Brooks had 

relocated to Oakland, California, where he met and married Mabel M. Hagel on March 29, 1916. 

 

Then, by 1920, Dr. Brooks moved to Meadow Lake, Nevada County, as noted in the census record for that year (Feb 

7, 1920). He then moved to Floriston, Nevada County, where he continued to practice medicine. He stayed there 

until 1924, and in the following year moved to San Francisco. He then moved to Albany, in Alameda County by 1927 

and stayed there until about 1934. While living there, his second wife, Mabel Mary Brooks, died in Santa 

Clara County, on November 4, 1930, probably at a hospital there.  In 1935 he was back in San Francisco. 

 

 I lost track of him for a few years but he apparently moved to Atascadero in San Luis Obispo County after his San 

Francisco residency.   The San Luis Obispo Daily Telegram, December 30, 1938, notes. “Dr. E.R. Brooks returned to 

his home in Atascadero recently.  During the summer months he is employed as resident physician at the Michigan 

California Lumber Company near Placerville.” He continued this summer job at least until 1940, all the while 

maintaining his primary house in Atascadero and moving there in the winter months. This is probably why 

the U.S. census for 1940 lists him as living in Georgetown, El Dorado County with the occupation of “lumber camp 

physician” 

 

The San Luis Obispo Telegram-Tribune, October 24, 1941, notes. . .  “ Dr. E.R. Brooks has sold his home at the 

corner of Cubaril and Rosario avenues and has moved to the Anderson Kentucky Home on Rosario.” He would 

have been about 80 years old by this time – certainly old enough to slow down a little. 

 

Why Dr. Brooks chose Forest to live and to produce his Extract of Figs is currently not known, however, it was truly 

an isolated location that had already witnessed its glory days as a gold rush town. It just doesn’t seem like there 

would be a sustainable market demand for a medicine within the area he chose to live. And, in time, he probably 

came to the same conclusion. 

 

Although packaged like many patent medicines of the day it only skated on the edge of such products. Most 

importantly, it is not a scam product and is an effective medicine for the relief of constipation. Even though the 

dominant product of the day, Syrup of Figs, located in Reno, Nevada, was similar in nature, and actually may not 

have contained figs, apparently that company chose not to rein in Brooks’ version of the product, since it really 

didn’t present itself as a blatant copy. Or, perhaps the Syrup of Figs company was unaware of Dr. Brooks’ version 

since it really was not a great success in the market place, thus not a real competitor. It is even doubtful that Brooks 

continued with his Extract of Figs after he left Forest and moved to Bodie. Whatever the answer it is an unusual 

artifact from an unusual location. 

 

Initially, I had no intention of following the life Dr. E. R. Brooks with such tenacity but I don’t recall anyone, 

especially a real medical doctor, move around with such frequency. It became a fascinating challenge to see where he 

would go and what he would do next. Has anyone else seen one of these bottles? 
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