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Agenda:  

• Quick updates 

• Officer Elections 

• EAT, DRINK & BE MERRY 

• Bottle Drawing 
 
 

Upcoming Club Meetings: Normally 1st 
SATURDAY of every other month @ 12 noon 
at Round Table Pizza at 1938 Oak Park Blvd in 
Pleasant Hill 

• December 7th 2024- Christmas Lunch  
o (at BEEB’s in Livermore) 

• February 1st 2025 

• April 5th 2025 

• June 7th 2025 
Presidents Message:  
It’s hard to believe that the holidays are upon us 
again!  Seems like yesterday that we had our 
summer BBQ.  It has been busy since then, with 
preparing for our upcoming 2025 show and 
attending recent shows in Williams and Auburn. I 
plan to enjoy the next few weeks enjoying the 
holidays with family and friends and then kick off 
my annual treks to distribute flyers for our show. 

At least Darla can go with me more this year       . 

I wish you all a joyous holiday season filled with 
love, laughter, family and friends. I look forward to 
seeing you at our club Christmas lunch at Beeb’s 
on Saturday.   
 GGHBS Club News:  
Speaking of the Christmas party…you know what 
that means….its time to elect the Club Officers for 
2025.  If anyone is interested in any position, 
please raise your nomination.   
As mentioned, prior our 2025 show will be on April 
11th and 12th.  All of the advertising is in the works 
in various publications and website calendars and 
flyer distribution has started.  If anyone wants 
flyers to distribute, let me know. 
 
A special welcome to new club members: 
Mary Boyle and Timothy Warden. 

The Corker
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For Sale:  
Antique Bottles and Glass 
Free List Published Quarterly 
Contact:  John Ronald (707) 762-8515 
Email: jlrantiques1@att.net 
 

Wanted: 
Vallejo and Mare Island items.  Collectibles 
include: Bottles, Advertising, Postcards and 
Photographs. Especially interested in Vallejo 
Dairy Bottles and go-withs.  
Contact: Rudy Peretto (707) 980-3417 
111 Los Santos Ct. Vallejo, CA 94590 
Email: jperetto@comcast.net 
 
Owl Drug Co bottles, tins, boxes, paper, anything 
& everything from the Owl Drug Company. Also, 
old bottles from Montana including liquor bottles, 
flasks, sodas, beers, patent medicines, even 
common drug store bottles and milks. Also 
crocks, jugs, calendar plates, match safes, & 
related items.  
Contact: Marc Lutsko (406) 291-0861  
2300 Harris Street / Unit 6922  Helena, MT 
59634 
 Email: letsgo@montanasky.net 
 
Looking for historic items from Rio Vista, 
California – milk bottles, large Spivey bottles, 
advertising items, trade tokens, post cards 
& etc. Contact: Nick Oestreich (707) 205-5312 
Email: norcalbottlehunter@gmail.com 
 

Martinez items. Collectibles include: bottles, 
documents, advertising, tokens, postcards and 
photographs. Also interested in purchasing 
elusive Coca Cola bottle from Martinez.  
$50 finders fee for Martinez Coca Cola Bottle 
Contact: Manuel & Linda Cunha (925) 228-0559 
5830 Alhambra Valley Rd. Martinez, CA 94553 
Email: mandlcunha@gmail.com 
 
Livermore items. Vintage prior to 1970 
Bottles (Sodas / Milks / Drug Store / Etc.) 
Photographs and Images, Postcards, 
Calendars and other advertising items.  
Especially (Good For) Tokens, Businesses 
Saloons and etc.All other advertising items. 
Contact: Gary Antone (925) 373-6758 
Email: packrat49er@netscape.net 
 
 
 
 

SERVICES PROVIDED:  
                                                   
The Glass Doctor – Sick and injured glass 
restored to good health. Professional quality care 
since 1985..Also visit our eBay store at leisalu 
Nice inventory of antique bottles 
Contact: Lou/Leisa Lambert (707) 823-8845 
Email: lou@oldwestbottles.com 
 
 
 
 
** CALENDAR OF UPCOMING SHOWS ** 
 
January 24/25 – Anderson, CA 
Superior California Bottle Club’s 48th Annual 
Antique Bottle & Collectible Show & Sale 
Shasta District Fairgrounds, Fusaro Hall 
Anderson, CA 
Friday 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM – early bird ($10) 
Saturday 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM - Free 
Contact Info: Ralph Hollibaugh (530) 306-5872 
Mike Rouse (530) 249-1708 
 
February 21-22  – Phoenix, AZ 
Phoenix Antiques, Bottles, & Collectibles Club 
42nd Annual Show 
North Phoenix Baptist Church 
5757 N. Central Ave. Phoenix, AZ 
Dealer set up Friday Noon - 2:00 PM  
Friday 2:00 PM – 4:00 PM -early bird ($10) 
Friday 4:00 PM – 6:00 PM – ($3) 
Saturday 8:30 AM - 3:30 PM – ($3) 
Contact Info: Betty Hartnett (602) 317-4438 
 
March – Chico, CA 
Pending for details 
 
April 11/12 – Antioch, CA 
Golden Gate Historical Bottle Society’s 57th 
Annual Antiques & Collectibles Show & Sale 
Contra Costa Event Center (Fairgrounds) Sunset 
Hall, Antioch, CA 
Friday 12:00 PM – 5:00 PM – early bird ($10) 
Saturday 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM - Free 
Contact Info: Gary Antone (925) 373-6758 
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2025 Club Membership Dues are due 
 

Yearly dues are $20 and due in January each year.  You may pay your dues at our 
Christmas party on the 7th, or send your check, made payable to Golden Gate 
Historical Bottle Society or GGHBS, to: 

Jackie Lindgren 
801 Vista Del Diablo 
Martinez, CA 94553 

 
Please complete the info below to ensure we have most up-to-date info 
Name:______________________________________________ 
Address:____________________________________________ 
City/State/Zip Code:___________________________________ 
Phone:______________________________________________ 
Email:_______________________________________________ 

 
 

REQUEST FROM EDITOR 
I think it would be fun to have each of the Club Members submit a short “bio” on 
how long you have been a club member, how you got started, what you collect, 

your greatest “find” and anything else you want to share with other club 
members about you, the hobby, or your treasures.  

Please send via email to packrat49er@netscape.net and I will gather them up and 
publish in an upcoming Corker  
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Article from Western Whiskey Gazette  
Cock o’ the Walk = posted by Kentucky Gem Nov 2010 

 

My wife has chickens; seven to be exact. Filthy, dumb, chickens. I suppose that's why 

they're called fowl~ But they're laying hens and, as such, they keep us supplied with 

farm fresh brown eggs in exchange for feed, water and a roof over their heads. A fair 

trade I suppose... 

 

The folks down the road a ways have both hens and roosters. I drew the line with the 

roosters. Not only are the filthy and dumb, but they're ornery and noisy to boot; and 

they don't lay eggs. We had one once for a while. A very short while. After a week or 

so of tearing up the hens and making a ruckus in general, Wiley, the local coyote, 

had chicken dinner. And that was that. 

 

So why on earth would not one, but three, San Francisco whiskey dealers feature a 

rooster on their bottles. Beats me~ I guess because some think that they're purty. I 

suppose you could argue that on a bottle they are, but given the choice of a chicken 

or an eagle, the decision is obvious. Still, sometime around 1900, M. Rothenburg and 

Co. introduced it's Game Cock brand. Two virtually identical variants of an amber 

picture cylinder, an ornate shot glass, a clear flask, and a recently discovered clear 

picture square fifth exist. The amber toolie pictured has a PCGW base mark. 
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Information on M. Rothenburg is sorely lacking in both Thomas and Wilson's books so 

off to the digital archive vault I marched. Mendle Rothenburg was residing at 2714 

Pine St. 

and was maintaining a retail liquor outlet at 423 Kearny St. in 1900. Things remained 

status quo until April 18, 1906. He resurfaced in 1907 at 2714 Pine St. as a wholesale 

liquor dealer. Oddly, there is no mention of Mendle's Game Cock brand in either the 

newspapers or in the Crocker Langley directory's of that era. The 1911 directory is 

the last one that either Mendle or M. Rothernburg & Co. appear. The 1912 directory 

simply states, Rothernburg, Fanny, widow, 2714 Pine St. So, once again, it would 

appear that Bob Barnett was spot on with the dating. 
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Enter rooster number two. This time the bird is sporting his feathers on a crude, 

early tooled Crown Distilleries cylinder and advertises Kentucky Lily brand whiskey 

that was bottled expressly for family and medicinal use. 

 

It appears to date to roughly the same era as the Rothernburg, 

although it lacks the Pure Food and Drug act info, so pre-dates 1906. Thinking that 

there must have been some famous chicken of the era named Kentucky Lily, I went 

searching. Nope, chickens weren't like race horses named "Gold Dust", and I came up 

blank. 
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The last example is, in my opinion, the fanciest of the bunch. Multi colored litho at 

it's finest, M. Newman had a mind blowing label printed for his Bohemian Club 

Whiskey Cocktail (a cordial). 

 

 

Turns out that there was a Bohemian Club in "The City". 

Established in 1872, it initially attracted journalists, artists and musicians. In fact, 

Bret Harte described San Francisco as a sort of Bohemia of the West. The Bohemian 

Club was first located on Sacramento St., a block below Kearny. It was still going 

strong after the turn of the century, when this brand appeared on the 

market. Coincidentally, or not, this location was just around the corner from M. 

Rothenburgs retail store address... 

 

M. Newman shows up in the same directories as Rothenburg and Crown Distilleries, 

and can be positively dated to the same era as the previous two brands. 
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Roosters on the label; coincidence? And then the light went on. These weren't your 

garden variety fowl; they were the kind of rooster that the sporting man bet on. 

Cock fighting, like horse racing, was almost a mania back then and a Game Cock on 

the label was a great way to make sure that your brand of whiskey had a fighting 

chance. 
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Article from Western Whiskey Gazette  
Warren Watson: Posted by Kentucky Gem Oct 2010 

 
 

The name rolls off the tongue easily. Actually, his full name was Warren M. Watson. He 
was a resident of Oakland California and was in the wholesale liquor business. The firm 
proper dates ca. 1880 - 1915; quite a span of time compared to many. We have him to 
thank for five different western tooled top whiskies (and one glop top). His brands 
included "Kentucky Club", "Belle of Lancaster", "Black Crest", "Warren", and "Warren's 
OK". Based on the number of years he was in business, and the sheer volume of 
whiskey sold, researching and documenting his history should have been a no brainer. 
Not... 
 
 
According to Wilson in Spirits Bottles of the Old West, W. M. Watson was primarily a 
dealer in brandy and fine wines, started his business in 1880 and continued until 1915, 
presumably closing the doors due to the looming prospect of prohibition. Wilson 
documented one bottle embossed Kentucky Club Old Bourbon from 1896 - 1905 in 
clear (not stating whether tooled or applied), plus a square squat with swirled 
shoulders in amber ca. 1907 - 1915, an amber round fifth with swirled shoulders ca. 
1898 - 1905 (never seen one and doubt it exists) plus an amber round fifth also ca. 1898 
- 1905. Where Bill came up with some of this stuff escapes me... 
 
 
Bob Barnett listed #816 " Kentucky Club Old Bourbon" in clear with both tooled and 
applied tops, cork closure, ca. 1892 - 1905; #817 "W. M. Watson Co. / logo / Oakland, 
Ca." amber square tooled cork closure / squat with swirled shoulders ca. 1906 - 1914; 
#818 "W. M. Watson Co. Inc. / logo / Oakland, Ca." amber tooled bulge neck qt. 
cylinder / brandy top cork closure/ ca. 1900 - 1905; #819 "W. M. Watson Co. / logo / 
Oakland, Ca." amber square tooled bulge neck qt. cylinder / brandy top / ca. 1900 - 
1908; and #820 "W. M. Watson Co. / logo / Oakland, Ca." amber tooled fifth cylinder / 
whiskey top cork & IT closure/ ca. 1900 - 1908. 
 
 
OK, let's sort a couple of things out. The Kentucky Club is probably dated correctly and 
falls into the German Connection glop top time line nicely. Common sense says that the 
three variants that are embossed minus the "Inc." would be earlier so I'd plug them in 
ca. 1900 - 1905 +/-. The last in the lineup would logically be the variant embossed 
"Inc.". 
 
 



The Kentucky Club Old Bourbon bottles are extremely scarce, with the 
glop tops being encountered in a ratio of probably 15 - 1 compared to the toolies (not 
that there's many of either). Let's face it, The tool tops are just plain rare with fewer 

than a half dozen known to exist!  

https://blogger.googleusercontent.com/img/b/R29vZ2xl/AVvXsEjeeSw2d9xQV7Fi31XlOmbaoorPTkL5feH3PIYJCE-FYdetX4eKYz7n-8R9Su33djzWZTr3vzCf-89gGVx2tQASs_Uy-Y8xUgAr3Lp-Wn92e6WacBHB4fKDv7YSjr4s86TigjG7iL46EXTa/s1600/KyClubglop.jpg
https://blogger.googleusercontent.com/img/b/R29vZ2xl/AVvXsEimjuxvTT25-AGTqAb71fSQVfDPDhfI3yEKqydZmFq_i3PNEX8hwaczEsHFOTria0ZpluIPvdgnv86Ck4Ld8xy8uUdIFI9nPJ_eVqr1EQDvjfbnMDq_518Dn2muctrAYZEynQqOSHw9zrE4/s1600/KyClubtool.jpg


And they will turn amethyst, which for us old time purists who still like honest sun 
colored glass, is a big plus. 
 
Next in scarcity and desirability is the square swirled shoulder. 
 

 
 
The shape is distinctive and attractive. 
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The cylinder fifth is also scarce, and ones with the correct Riley inside thread picture 
stopper for Black Crest Whiskey are an especially tough score. 
 

 
 
The bulge necks are seen slightly more often but are still no slouch in the tool top 
world. 
 
He also had three etched pre-pro shot glasses produced; one each for Warrens / 
Whiskies, Warren's Rye and Bourbon, and one for Warren's O.K. / Bourbon W. M. 
Watson Co. / Oakland Cal. All are scarce. 
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A note in the 1899 Oakland Social Register reads, "WATSON, Mr. and Mrs. W. M.; 658 
Ninth. (Tel. Red 2351.). Thursday." Located in plot 13 of the Mountain View Cemetery 
in Oakland is a simple head stone engraved Warren M. Watson 1845 - 1913. And here's 
where our plot thickens and the trail goes cold. These two references are the only hard 
documentation I could find that Warren M. Watson ever existed; no date of birth or 
death, no birthplace, no business address, no occupation; no nothing! Nothing more in 
Oakland, nothing in Brooklyn, nothing in Alameda, nothing in Emeryville, nothing 
across the Bay in San Francisco; simply nothing! Accessing archives of business 
directories, phone books, and newspaper classified ads invariably pays off with "the 
rest of the story". Not in this case though. 
 
 
The bottles remain as mute testimony to Warren M. Watson, but everything else 
remains shrouded in the mists of time. Talk about disappearing without a trace. 
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Article from Western Whiskey Gazette  
And the Mists of Time Cleared: Posted by Kentucky Gem Oct 2010 

 

A few days ago Warren Watson seemed to be a mysterious individual who left little 
record of his life. 
 
Subsequent searching by one of our readers came up with a couple of interesting 
snippets, courtesy of the Crocker Langley directories; 
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https://blogger.googleusercontent.com/img/b/R29vZ2xl/AVvXsEi7mbKkjvhVs9MqnN23Wjfr8for0ukib7B1i0qbZ9FvE4mkmNNJB4hUh6s4cd0cJ7XitRQYCeu6dbV5Wm1w7vRUIKH9CCVUT8Zbpj1yvw2_0np4A7rqgOUb4Lt5PRz3cDirQN7tPxxU-lgC/s1600/Warren+Watson+crockerlangleysa1907sanfrich_1629.jpg


 

Hooyah! Shortly thereafter, in came a picture of the seed that was rumored to exist! 
 
  

It was a start, a darned good start~ Still, there had to be more to the story and I was 
left scratching my head. 
 
This changed abruptly when I received an email from one of his descendants. The 
information provided sheds considerable light on the man and his life. 
 

"Warren Mortimer Watson" 
 

Warren Mortimer Watson was born August 24, 1845, in Rochester, Monroe Co., NY, 
and died May 6, 1913, in Alameda Co., CA, at age 67. He is the son of William Watson 
of Ireland and Abigail Harrington of New York. Buried in Mountain View Cemetery, 
Oakland, Alameda County, CA. The following names are on the same cemetery 
marker: Warren M. Watson: 1845 - 1913; Emma Pearl Watson: 1851 - 1880; John W. 
Watson: 12/3/1825 - 3/16/1896; Emily M. Watson: 1845 - 1974. 
 

Warren M. Watson and Emma Pearl Howe were married January 5, 1869, in 
California. They had no children. Emma died February 29, 1880, in Brooklyn Twp., 
City of Oakland, Alameda Co., CA, at age 29. 
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After Emma died, Warren M. Watson married Margaret Elizabeth "Maggie" Watson in 
1881 in Oakland, Alameda Co., CA.. "Maggie" was born November 17, 1862, on Bear 
River near Marysville, Yuba Co., CA. They too, had no children. 
 

The 1880 U. S. Census taken on June 11, 1880, shows Warren Watson (age 33) born in 
New York to English and New York-born parents is a Cigar Maker and is living at 716 
9th Street, City of Oakland, Alameda Co., CA. Living with him but with a line through 
the name is his wife, Emma Watson (age 30) born in Massachusetts to Massachusetts-
born parents, who is Keeping House, with a note saying died Feb. Also living there: 
his widowed mother-in-law: Orvilla How (age 59) born in Massachusetts to 
Massachusetts-born parents; and Maggie Watson (age 17) born in California to 
Missouri and Kentucky-born parents, an unmarried Servant. 
 
______________________________________________________
__________ 
 
The San Francisco Call of April 22, 1900 stated; 
 

WARREN M. WATSON HAS RETIRED FROM BUSINESS 
 

OAKLAND. April 21. - W. M. Watson, who has been the head of the W. M. Watson 
Company, one of the largest wholesale liquor firms in Oakland, has turned his 
company into a stock concern, and left this week for the Paris Exposition and a trip 
around the world, accompanied by his wife. Mr. Watson has disposed of his business 
to a number of his employes and his nephew. Those who now control the company 
are: C. T. Lemmon, Mr. Watson's nephew; J. J. Carroll of the Louvre. T. W. 
Sigourney, who has been the head of the store for many years; L. S. Farr, who has 
been the head bookkeeper, and P. O'Kane, the chief outside man of the company. 
Mr. Watson retains only a small Interest. W. M. Watson has 'always been one of the 
leaders in Oakland business circles and has been at the head and front of all moves 
for the benefit of the city. He will be gone abroad for more than a year. 

___________________________________________________________ 
 
The Oakland Tribune, Oakland, CA, Friday Evening, September 22, 1905 stated; 
 
WARREN WATSON AGAIN GOES AROUND WORLD 
 
Warren Watson, the well-known wine man of this city, is to make another tour of the 
world. This will be the fourth time that he will have circled the globe. He will be 
accompanied by his wife. The passports, signed by Elihu Root, arrived today. Mr. and 
Mrs. Watson shall sail from San Francisco on the 27th of this month on the steamer 
Manchuria. They will visit points of interest which have heretofore not received their 
attention while abroad, and expect to have, as fellow passengers, Mr. and Mrs. W. J. 
Bryan and family. 
 



______________________________________________________
___________ 
 
The Oakland Tribune, Oakland, CA, Saturday Evening, September 23, 1905 noted; 
 
WARREN WATSON IS HONORED 
 
APPOINTED ONE OF YOSEMITE COMMISSIONERS BY GOVERNOR PARDEE. 
 
Warren W. Watson, who was, for so many years, in the wine trade in this city but 
who has retired from business, and who now spends his winters in San Francisco and 
his summers at his country home near Pleasanton, in this county, received his 
commission today from Governor Pardee as a member of the Board of Commissioners 
to manage the Yosemite Valley and Mariposa Big Tree Grove. The appointment has 
been made to fill the vacancy occasioned on the Board by the death of the late Hon. 
W. W. Foote, of this city. It is a coincidence that John H. O'Brien, formerly Mr. 
Watson's partner in business, held the position to which the latter has been 
appointed, for fourteen years. Mr. Watson is pleased with his official position, more 
especially because his preferment takes place on the eve of his departure with his 
wife on his fourth trip around the world. 
________________________________________ 
 
Warren Mortimer Watson in 1906 is listed as a Royal Arch Mason in the Alcatraz 
Chapter No. 8a, Oakland, Alameda Co., CA. 
 
Warren Mortimer Watson on July 1, 1910, is listed as a member of the Ancient and 
Accepted Scottish Rite List of Members in California.The 1910 U. S. Census taken on 
April 15, 1910, shows Warren M. Watson (age 64) born in New York to Irish and New 
York-born parents and in his first marriage is a Retired Capitalist who owns his own 
home free of a mortgage and is living at 1314 8th Avenue, 7th Ward, Brooklyn Twp., 
City of Oakland, Alameda Co., CA. Living with him is his childless wife of 29 years, 
Margaret E. Watson (age 48) born in California to Kentucky and Missouri-born parents 
and in her first marriage. 
______________________________________________________ 

 
And lastly; Warren Mortimer Watson died May 6, 1913, in Alameda Co., CA, at age 

67. 
 


