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e Show and Tell
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Upcoming Club Meetings: Normally 1st
SATURDAY of every other month @ 12 noon
at Round Table Pizza at 1938 Oak Park Blvd in
Pleasant Hill

e December 61 2025 - Club Xmas Party at

BEEBS in LIVERMORE

e February 7t 2026

o April 41 2026

e April 10/11 2026 - GGHBS Show

Presidents Message:

| want to thank the Club Membership for all of the
great support and friendship that makes our club
and its events a success. | continually receive
unsolicited feedback from people who have
enjoyed selling at and attending our show as well
as attending our other club events. It pleases me
to know that our club and events are still relevant
to a hobby we all enjoy. I'm looking forward to
2026 and all that it will bring. Thanks very much
and have a Merry Christmas and very special New
Year.

GGHBS Club News:

Our annual show activity is ramping up! Flyers are
being distributed and the advertisement has been
posted on the FOHBC website and will appear in
upcoming FOHBC publications. I've started to
attend various events, with advertising in hand, to
get the word out. With fewer shows these days,
we have strong interest in our show and am
already getting early submissions. We will be
sending out contracts in the coming weeks to
those that have participated in the past. | am
looking forward to a full and successful event. |
want to give a special shout out to Ross Dileo to
get well soon and see him in the coming year.
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For Sale:

Antique Bottles and Glass

Free List Published Quarterly

Contact. John Ronald (707) 762-8515
Email: jlrantiques1@att.net

Wanted:

Vallejo and Mare Island items. Collectibles
include: Bottles, Advertising, Postcards and
Photographs. Especially interested in Vallejo
Dairy Bottles and go-withs.

Contact: Rudy Peretto (707) 980-3417

111 Los Santos Ct. Vallejo, CA 94590
Email: jperetto@comcast.net

Owl Drug Co bottles, tins, boxes, paper, anything
& everything from the Owl Drug Company. Also,
old bottles from Montana including liquor bottles,
flasks, sodas, beers, patent medicines, even
common drug store bottles and milks. Also
crocks, jugs, calendar plates, match safes, &
related items.

Contact: Marc Lutsko (406) 291-0861

2300 Harris Street / Unit 6922 Helena, MT
59634

Email: letsgo@montanasky.net

Looking for historic items from Rio Vista,
California — milk bottles, large Spivey bottles,
advertising items, trade tokens, post cards

& etc. Contact: Nick Oestreich (707) 205-5312
Email: norcalbottlehunter@gmail.com

Martinez items. Collectibles include: bottles,
documents, advertising, tokens, postcards and
photographs. Also interested in purchasing
elusive Coca Cola bottle from Martinez.

$50 finders fee for Martinez Coca Cola Bottle
Contact: Manuel & Linda Cunha (925) 228-0559
5830 Alhambra Valley Rd. Martinez, CA 94553
Email: mandicunha@gmail.com

Livermore items. Vintage prior to 1970
Bottles (Sodas / Milks / Drug Store / Etc.)
Photographs and Images, Postcards,
Calendars and other advertising items.
Especially (Good For) Tokens, Businesses
Saloons and etc.All other advertising items.
Contact. Gary Antone (925) 373-6758
Email: packrat49er@netscape.net

SERVICES PROVIDED:

The Glass Doctor — Sick and injured glass
restored to good health. Professional quality care
since 1985..Also visit our eBay store at leisalu
Nice inventory of antique bottles

Contact: Lou/Leisa Lambert (707) 823-8845
Email: lou@oldwestbottles.com

** CALENDAR OF UPCOMING SHOWS **
January 23/24 — Anderson, CA

Superior California Bottle Club’s 49t Annual
Antique Bottle & Collectible Show & Sale
Shasta District Fairgrounds, Fusaro Hall
Anderson, CA

Friday 10:00 AM — 6:00 PM — early bird ($10)
Saturday 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM - Free

Contact Info: Ralph Hollibaugh (530) 306-5872
Mike Rouse (530) 249-1708

Pending details

February 13-14 — Phoenix, AZ

Phoenix Antiques, Bottles, & Collectibles Club
2026 Show

El Zaribah Shriner Auditorium

552 N. 40t St. Phoenix, AZ

Dealer set up Friday Noon - 2:00 PM

Friday 12:00 PM — 2:00 PM -early bird ($15)
Friday 2:00 PM - 4:00 PM - ($5)

Saturday 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM - ($5)

Contact Info: Betty Hartnett (602) 317-4438

March 20-21 - Aurora, OR

Oregon Bottle Collectors Association Bottle,
Antique & Collectibles Show & Sale
American Legion Hall

21510 Main St. N.E. Aurora, OR

Friday 12:00 PM — 5:00 PM -early bird ($5)
Saturday 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM - ($donation)
Contact Info: Wayne Herring (503) 864-2009

March — Chico, CA - pending details

April 10/11 - Antioch, CA

Golden Gate Historical Bottle Society’s 58t
Annual Bottles, Insulators, Antiques &
Collectibles Show & Sale

Contra Costa Event Center (Fairgrounds) Sunset
Hall, Antioch, CA

Friday 12:00 PM — 5:00 PM — early bird ($10)
Saturday 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM - Free

Contact Info: Gary Antone (925) 373-6758



mailto:jperetto@comcast.net
mailto:letsgo@montanasky.net
mailto:mandlcunha@gmail.com
mailto:lou@oldwestbottles.com

= \n,*e * ~T/

‘ <A J }‘.<~ :\ \, -:“ "-_"4" ".

GGHBS Annual Christmas Party

Saturday December 7" 2024 at 2:00 PM
Beebs Sports Bar and Grill
915 Club House Drive Livermore 94551

$10 per person and the Club will pick up the rest

Please RSVP to Gary by December 1°°

2026 Club Membership Dues are due

Yearly dues are $20 and due in January each year. You may pay your dues at our
Christmas party on the 6", or send your check, made payable to Golden Gate
Historical Bottle Society or GGHBS, to:

Jackie Lindgren

801 Vista Del Diablo

Martinez, CA 94553

Please complete the info below to ensure we have most up-to-date info
Name:

Address:
City/State/Zip Code:
Phone:

Email:

Note: We will be cleaning up the mailing list for those that have not paid
membership dues, so if you still want to be part of the club next year, please be
sure to pay your dues.



LDEN GAT

Presents SOC%

BOTTLES,

INSULATORS,
~ ANTIQUES &
. COLLECTIBLES

SHOW & SALE

FRIDAY APRIL 10™ 2026
12:00 pm to 5:00 pm ($10)

SATURDAY, APRIL 11™ 2026

9:00 am to 3:00 pm (FREE)
CONTRA COSTA EVENT PARK (Fairgrounds)
SUNSET HALL, ANTIOCH, CA
*FREE WALK-IN APPRAISALS BUYERS AT SHOW™*

DEALER SETUP - FRIDAY April 10™ from 11:00 am to Noon
For Show Information, Contact: GARY or DARLA ANTONE (925) 373-6758
Email: PACKRAT49ER@NETSCAPE.NET or www.gghbs.org

REQUEST FROM EDITOR -
reminder if you have not already submitted
| think it would be fun to have each of the Club Members submit a short “bio” on
how long you have been a club member, how you got started, what you collect,
your greatest “find” and anything else you want to share with other club
members about you, the hobby, or your treasures.
Please send via email to packrat49er@netscape.net and | will gather them up and
publish in an upcoming Corker
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Article from Western Bottle News, by Eric McGuire December 2020

A LOOK AT THE EARLY SAN FRANCISCO GLASS WORKS

The year of 1860 was a truly historical milestone for the early manufacture of glass in San Francisco, including the
entire West Coast. The partnership of Francis Cutting and Augustus Baker had already produced a small amount of
pickle bottles by late in 1859 but, with no experience in glass making, this attempt was extremely challenging for
them. The reject rate for passable bottles must have been quite high but it appears that Baker was still optimistic
about success. Judging from Baker leaving their partnership in the pickle business, and forming a separate
partnership in the California Glass Works, with Cutting, it would appear that both were still hoping the venture
would work but Cutting was not willing to impact the assets of the pickle business if the glass works venture failed.

' TBE COPARTNERSHIP OF THE
undersigned Is dissolved afier this date. A. D. Baker
havieg disposcd of his entire interest and good-will in the
business &t the CALIFOENIA PICKLE WAREHOUSE,
to ¥. Cutting, who will continue the same under the firm
name and style (Baker & Cutting) as befurs,
A D. BAKER.
FRANCIS CUTTING.

Ban Francisco, Dec. 31+t 1859,

EUNDERSIGNEDHAVE FORMED
a copartnership for the of conducting the
SAN FRANCISOO GLASS W under that name and
style. A. D BAKER.
. FRANCIS CUTTING. |
San Francisco, Dec. 31st, 1859, jal3

"M MAM A NTL A DN E S MO TS T A SN SN e w

Daily Alta California, January 3, 1860
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A surprisingly large number of the Baker & Cutting pickle bottles have been excavated over the
years, except all but one have been found in pieces.
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The partners earnestly continued their quest for a successful glass works in an environment that was new to such a
venture. Expertise was not easy to find in California and their search for competent glass blowers was extended as
far away as Wheeling, Virginia.

FTLwWTRW O we
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ROTTLE BLOWERS WANTED!

At the San Francisco, California,

GLASS WORKS

AGES FIFTY PER CENT IIIGHER THAN I8
“ customary for the same work in the States,
A.D. BAKER, A. F.CUTTING,
fabl0-Im Proprietors.

After a month of trials Baker and Cutting placed this advertisement in The Wheeling Daily
Intelligencer of Wheeling, Virginia. The ad ran for most of February and March 1860.

It is not known if the plea for experienced bottle blowers was successful, but it is evident that Francis Cutting
became weary of the mounting expenses involved in getting the glass works to a point of success. He apparently
decided to cut his losses and ended his partnership with Baker in the San Francisco Glass Works at the end of
February 1860.

HE COPARTNERSHIP HEREKTO-|
fore existing between the undersigned, under the
name and style of the EAN FRANCISOO GLASS WORKE,
A. D. BAKER & F. CUTTING, Proprietcrs, is this day

| dissolved, by mutual consent.

A.D.BAKER,

FRANCIS CUTTING.
San Francisco, Feb. 20th, 1860, mh4-3

Daily Alta California, March 5, 1860

To say that A.D. Baker is not well documented in the record while he was operating the San Francisco Glass Works is
an understatement, as newspaper information about this new and important California venture is quite scarce. The
attempt to produce good glass for the bottling of their food products finally caused Francis Cutting to abandon the
project as noted by the dissolution of their partnership in the glass works on February 29, 1860. Baker continued on
his own, and whether he was ready to operate a fully functioning glass works as a profitable venture is a cause for
speculation — but he decided to open for business anyway in early March 1860. This was most likely a move of
desperation, for surely, he was heavily in debt at this point. Regardless, in the next few weeks Baker produced a
number of historically significant bottles, most of which were not lettered, which does make it difficult to identify
them. Just three embossed medicine bottles were found in the wastage area of the works in such a quantity as to
assume that they had to have been blown at this factory.
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Photos of some of the bottle types found in the ‘wastage area’ of the San Francisco Glass Works,
including liquor, insulators, soda and wine bottles. The last two pictures includes a batch of glass sand
ready for the furnace. It includes selected frit, mostly lighter colored broken bottles, which act as a flux in
the melting process. The last photo shows the side wall of a furnace pot along with a batch just beginning
to melt.

SAN FRANCISCO G GLASS WORKS.

HE IUIlom.l HAVING PUR-
chased the entire interest of Mr. F. CUTTING, in the

San Francisco Glass Works, and having succeeded, within
the last few days, in the best of Glass, I am noW
/ zreplred to receive orders most kinds of Glassware,

e WINKoDa.

A

PICK LE,
’ Aud most kinds of BOTTLES,
i | TELEGRAPH INSULATORS, etc.
.{ mhSlm A. D. BAKER.
[ e — —

A.D. Baker’s opening of his San Francisco Glass Works occurred on March 6, 1860. He advertised
the sale of “WINE, SODA, PICKLE, And most kinds of BOTTLES, TELEGRAPH INSULATORS, etc.”
(Daily Alta California, March 11, 1860)

F‘IRE OI.-AY.

3 'l‘Ol. lll'l' Oll.l. FIRECLAY
-b‘-l- N A.D. BAKER.

Probably in a move of desperation to garner some operating capital, Baker advertised for sale three
tons of fire clay. This would have been product to be used in the construction of pots for melting
glass. (Daily Alta California, April 6, 1860)

The terminal date of the San Francisco Glass Works under the direction of Augustus Baker was almost certainly near
the end of April 1860, with a total run of almost two months.

The exit from San Francisco by A.D. Baker was unceremonious to say the least. Based solely on a small newspaper
article containing a confusing error, it is clear that Baker skipped town due to mounting debts that he could not pay.
The noted error, shown in the actual article below, states Baker as the proprietor of the San Francisco Iron Works,
instead of the San Francisco Glass Works. This can be well documented as an error since no person by the name of
Baker was ever noted as the proprietor of the San Francisco Iron Works. And, further, the San Francisco Iron Works
was not even established until 1865.
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Lerr SvppexLy.—The San Francisco Gazefte
says, A. D. Baker, formerly proprietor of the
San Francisco Iron Works, left without giving |
notice to any of his creditors that such was his |-
intention. It was stated that.he was largely in-
debted to his workmen, and that before leaving
he had sold out his interest in the establishment | |
to Lucien Bell, |

There is some indication that Baker may have left for Australia for several years but it has not been
proven to be the same A.D. Baker. (Sacramento Daily Union, April 26, 1860)

The article notes that the buyer of the San Francisco Glass Works was Lucien Bell, who was obviously a victim of
fraud, and who apparently was a novice at making such a purchase. Lucien Bell is non-existent in San Francisco in
1860, or any other time, but there was a tea broker listed in the SF directory for that year named Lucius Bell. First
noted in San Francisco as early as 1852, he initially worked for his brothers-in-law, the Goodman Brothers, who
were general commission merchants. Bell later partnered with Washington Elliot as grocers in San Francisco in 1858
and 1859. He was apparently not a good money manager and had to file for insolvency in both previous businesses.
Then, in 1860, he was a tea broker, which was his last business listing in San Francisco. If the article shown above is
correct, and Baker did sell his heavily indebted business to Bell, this event must have been a heavy financial burden
on Bell, and Baker likely wasted no time in removing himself from San Francisco. In fact, to further document
Baker’s removal from San Francisco, 12 cases of pipe clay in the name of A.D. Baker were auctioned off to pay for
unclaimed freight in July 1860. (Daily Alta California, July 11, 1860)

Bell was discharged from his debts in April 1860, probably due to the unusual circumstances of being duped by
Baker. (San Joaquin Republican, April 20, 1860). Unfortunately, Lucius Bell found himself in the same
predicament about a year later when he filed for bankruptcy and his assets were ordered to be sold. (Daily Alta
California, April 14, 1861) Bell then moved to Napa for a few years and then, about 1865, moved back East
to Brooklyn, New York, where he died on November 18, 1906. He was buried in Rochester, New York.

As fate would have it the brother of Sarah L. Bell, the wife of Lucius Bell, was a wealthy banker named James
Harvey Goodman. He left a trust fund to Bell’s wife in the amount of $136, 800, which passed to her upon
Goodman’s death in 1891. (Napa Register, April 24, 1891) After a long history of business failures in

both California and New York, his wife finally brought some financial stabilization to the family, and Bell retired
from business.

In some way, whether through a court ordered sale, or some other unknown conveyance, the San Francisco Glass
Works that had become virtually abandoned by its owners, must have passed to someone. The next name in the
written historical record that is associated with its name, is J. Lambert. The most likely candidate would be Joseph
Lambert, who was also experiencing some difficult employment issues in 1860.

A newspaper article fairly secures his full name: “ OFFICERS OF THE ALTA CALIFORNIA TELEGRAPH
COMPANY.- An annual meeting of the Alta California Telegraph Company was held at their office in this city last
evening, and the following elected officers: W. W. Welty, President; J.M. McDonald, Superintendent; J.W. Coleman,
Secretary; R.H. McDonald, C.H. Swift, John Pattison and Joseph Lambert, Directors”.(Sacramento Daily Union,
September 7, 1858)

Likely the same Joseph Lambert is listed in the 1859 SF directory as “Lambert, Joseph, telegraph, bds, Hotel
International.”
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The telegraph company was hit with what was likely its death blow in mid-1860. “Morse et al. vs The Alta
Telegraph Co. et al - A suit has been commenced in the U.S. Circuit Court by S.F.B. Morse, F. O. J. Smith, Theodore
Little, and George T. Cobb, residents of various Eastern States, against the Alta Telegraph Company, Jas. M.
McDonald and Joseph Lambert, of this State, to restrain them from using Morse’s telegraphic patent, to compel
them to account for profits which they have made by its use, and to require them to pay damages done to plaintiffs
by its use. The argument in the case is to be heard on the 19" inst.” (Daily Alta California, June 12, 1860)

J. Lambert was the operating agent of the Alta Telegraph Company for San Francisco in 1860, and as a member of
the reporter’s union, was one of those who welcomed the first Pony Express rider of the Overland Pony Express.
(Daily Alta California, April 13, 1860). A week later a newspaper advertisement documented that Lambert had been
selected as the San Francisco agent for the new Pony Express service. (Daily Alta California, April 20, 1860, p. 4)

August of 1860 is the earliest that the glass works of Lambert & Co. had successfully produced glass, with the silica
component coming primarily from the extensive quartz deposits near Folsom. The absence of the darker elements,
as found in most sand grains, would, theoretically produce a very light colored batch. Perhaps the most difficult part
of using quartz rock would be grinding it finely enough to easily melt and thoroughly mix with the other ingredients
of soda and lime, as well as the frit.

-—

MatFrIAL FOR Grass-MaRiNG FousDp AT For-
30M.—A short time since J. Lambert & Co., of
San Francisco, addressed Mr. Waddilove, of
Folsom, requesting him to send them a small
piece of common quartz, which he accordingly
did. The specimen was for the purpose of
testing its qualities for making glass, which
proved entirely satisfactory. Lambert & Co.
state that it makes an excellent guality of com-
mon glass, and that they will use, at present,
from one to four tons per week. This discovery
will add much to the already acknowledged im-
pertance of Folsom and vicinity, as the country
in this immediate locality abounds with quartz
rock, peculiarly adapted to this use, This
rock, for the purpose of manufacturing glass,
will, no doubt, prove one of the mest beneficial
discoveries ever made in Californis. It can be
procured and delivered to Perkins, at his for-
warding house here, and at very trifling expense ;
and we are told (by those who know) that the
rock can be delivered on a San Francisco wharf
(through the agency of Perkins), less the price
of sacks, at about 87 50 per ton, which will
enable manufacturers to furnish glassware,
home made, at materially less rates than im-
ported glass could be brought to our market.—
Folson Telegraph.

—

News article explaining Lambert’s testing and using quartz for use in glass making. (Sacramento
Daily Union, August 16, 1860)
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But, how do we know that the J. Lambert noted above, is the same person who operated the San Francisco Glass
Works, after the exit of A.D. Baker? One small news article mentioning a display of bottles at the Mechanic’s
Institute Fair by the San Francisco Glass Works, includes its business address as 153 Montgomery Street. This
address is the same as that of Joseph Lambert for his business office.
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The San Francisco Glass Works Co., 15
Montgomery street, have a tine show of Califor-
nia made bottles, of o great variety of patterns,
and adapted for various purposes,

Coahenth ©C itarl (*Anfeantinnara hava a madal

(San Francisco Daily Herald, September 10, 1860)
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Note the same address for both the California Glass Works and Lambert’s Pony Express Office is 153
Montgomery St. Also of interest — this ad is the last for Lambert as agent for the Pony Express.
(Daily Alta California, August 24, 1860) J.W. Brown became the second San Francisco agent and
the office was moved to Olney’s Washoe Exchange at the corner of Montgomery and Merchants
Streets in September 1860.

Aside from a few additional news reports about the glass works display, virtually no information has been located,
and it must be concluded that the works were not successful and closed its doors shortly after the fair. Only one
small note has been located to date. (For additional contemporary news reports see EARLY GLASSWORKS OF
CALIFORNIA, by Warren B. Friedrich. N.D.)

P&, Excellent soda bottles have been
made at the Bay for a Folsom house from
Folsom quartz, and the Telegraph thinks
its town a good place for a glass factory.

L e e e - —

Essentially, this article is championing a glass factory in the town of Folsom since that is where the
raw material — Folsom quartz — was mined to make soda bottles for a Folsom proprietor. The article
is obviously referencing the California Glass Works of Lambert & Co. To my knowledge no soda
bottles have been found in or around Folsom that may fit the description of those noted.
(Marysville Daily Appeal, September 21, 1860)

Certainly, there are soda bottles whose origins are in question and may actually be attributed to Lambert’s factory,
even though they are extremely rare.
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This rare partial bottle of Napa Soda is a fine candidate for being made at one of the iterations of
the California Glass Works. It is market P & W SF, near the base. The crudity of the mold is nearly
childish in nature and surely could not have come from any glass factory with experience. I have
seen two other specimens of Napa Soda bottles, almost clear in color but also lacking in execution of
the mold. The glass color could certainly fit that expected if Lambert was using pure quartz rock.

Little to no information was gleaned about Lambert until a possible mention in September of 1861, when a news
article noted a meeting of the Silver City Quartz Mill Company was to take place. Lambert was noted as a president
of the company (Daily Alta California, September 28, 1861, p. 2) Another news article a month later excoriated
Lambert for acting without authority of the Board of Trustees of the Milling Company. (Sacramento Daily Union,
October 12, 1861, p. 2) At a meeting of the stockholders, he was absolved of any wrongdoing, with the members
noting, “By virtue of the By-Laws, as amended, he is General Superintendent and Manager of the Company’s mill
and property, and not subject to suspension or removal by the Board of Trustees. (Daily Alta California, October 16,
1861, p. 2) Keep in mind, however, that it is not possible to determine if this is the same Lambert. In later news
articles there are too many John Lamberts to determine if it is the same person, so he becomes effectively lost.

To summarize the timeline of this early San Francisco glass works, that began simply as a side business of the Baker
& Cutting pickle trade in 1859, and by the beginning of 1860, was to be an entity in its own right, but quickly failed.
It is highly unlikely that it was ‘in blast’ during much of its short lifespan. The following timeline is noted:

The California Glass Works

December 31, 1859 to February 29, 1860. Baker & Cutting, proprietors.
February 29, 1860 to about April 22, 1860. Augustus D. Baker, proprietor.
About April 22, 1860 to about May 1, 1860. Lucius Bell, owner. (Was probably never in blast under his ownership.)

About May 1, 1860 to about October 1, 1860. Joseph Lambert, proprietor. (It was probably idle for at least the first
three months of his ownership.)



